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HOFMANN THEME — RECIPROCAL CHANGE OF WHITE MOVES 

IN TRIES AND IN SOLUTION 

 

 

Probably, all fans of chess composition and many practicing chess players are familiar with 

the old Hofmann threemover-miniature with three underpromotions (two — in Rook and one 

— in a Bishop). But not everyone thought about the fact that, in addition to the symmetrical 

solution, this problem contains two symmetrical tries, illustrating the erroneous choice of the 

order of the promotions. 

 

Fritz Hofmann 

«Sonntagsblatt», 1887  

1.g8q? (A) u:f6 (b) 2.e8o (C) ue6 3.qg6#, 1...u:d6! (a) 

1.c8q? (B) u:d6 (a) 2.e8o (C) ue6 3.qc6#, 1...u:f6! (b) 

1.e8o! (C) 

1...u:d6 (a) 2.c8q (B) ue6 3.qc6# 

1...u:f6 (b) 2.g8q (A) ue6 3.qg6# 

Thus, there is also Banny theme here: a first move of each 

of at least two tries becomes (in the variation of one more 

phase, usually of solution) a response to a defense that was a 

refutation of another try. And not just Banny theme, but its 

complete form — each try, that is refuted by one of the 

thematic defenses, additionally contains a variation with 

response to the other one. 

 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOºOºOºOQ 
NOPOº2ºOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOP0POPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

#3                              6+1 

 

At the same time, the fact that here the key move of the solution is present in the 

variations of both tries is not a necessary condition for the complete form of Banny theme 

(in the general case, these can be three different moves), but simply a coincidence. 

Nevertheless it's an interesting coincidence... 

And when there were plenty of similar coincidences both in my problems and in 

problems of my colleagues in the selfmate-genre, a desire and a need arose to generalize and 

systematize the obligatory and optional moments inherent in the “extended analogue of 

Banny theme in selfmate”. So, this analog can be distinguished, in turn, two kinds. 

 

I. Hofmann theme (complete form). Conditions: 

1) the first move of each of at least two tries coincides with the k-th move of the 

solution in response to the defense, which was a refutation of the other try; 

2) each of the indicated tries, that is refuted by one of the thematic defenses, contains a 

non-dual-variation in response to another of these defenses; 

3) the key move of the solution coincides with the m-th move of the variations of all 

tries (in the general case, the numbers of moves k and m may differ). 

Thus, the difference from the complete form of Banny theme is that Hofmann theme is 

characterized by the additional condition 3) about the key move of the solution and also by 

the fact that White thematic moves in the variations of solution can take place not 

necessarily on the second move, but on any move (on the same in all these variations!). 

 

II. Hofmann tries (incomplete form). Conditions: 

1) the first move of each of at least two tries coincides with some move of the solution 

in response to the defense, which was a refutation of the other try. In this case, the first 

moves of tries may be present at different moves of the variations of the solution; 

2) each of the indicated tries, that is refuted by one of the thematic defences, may not 

contain a variation in response to another of these tries, or contain this variation with a dual; 
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3) the key move of the solution coincides with some move of the variation of at least 

one try. 

Thus, the difference from Hofmann theme is that Hofmann tries are characterized by 

non-strict fulfillment of one or more of the conditions of Hofmann theme. 

 

Let's consider examples problems from my and from my colleagues on selfmate-genre. 

In the AkBn record of reciprocal change, “the first moves of tries are the k-th and n-th 

moves of the variations of the solution respectively,” the problems are arranged as follows: 

A2B2 — № 1, 3–6, 7, 9, 14–17, 19, 21–24, 26, 28, 30, 34–37, 39, 41, 43–49 

A2B3 — № 10, 12, 13, 15, 18, 20, 25, 27, 33 

A3B3 — № 8, 38, 40, 42 

A2B4 — № 29, 31 

A3B4 — № 2, 11 

A3B6 — № 26 

A5B2D3 — № 32 (three tries, two variations of solution) 

Let's start with a “softer” variety — Hofmann tries. 

 

Hofmann tries 

 

№ 1. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

Pobeda-60 JT, 2005 

2nd Honorable mention  

№ 2. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

Grin-Kofman-100 JT, 2009 

2nd Prize 

№ 3. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

«Mat Plus» 

2009  
KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPGPQ 
NPOP©PYP»Q 
N¹P0P2POPQ 
NPOPOPOnOQ 
NOPOPOXOPQ 
NPYPOP©P¹Q 
NmPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOP2POPQ 
NPOPYPOº»Q 
NO¼OP¹nOPQ 
NpmP©ºOPOQ 
NO¼©POºOPQ 
NP»PGPOP¹Q 
NOXOP¹1OPQ 
NPOPWPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPmPOPQ 
NPOnOPOPOQ 
NOPOºOPOXQ 
NPOPOPWºOQ 
N©P2¬OH©1Q 
NºOPO¼OP¹Q 
NOP¹POºOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#5                           9+4 s#5                          14+7 s#5                          14+3 

 

№ 1. 1.od8? (A) h5! (a); 1.a7? (B) h6! (b). 1.mde5! (C) zz 1...h6 (b) 2.od8 (A) h5 

3.uc5 h4 4.mg5+ u:e5 5.oc7+ q:c7#, 1...h5 (a) 2.a7 (B) h4 3.se8+ qe7 4.a8s q:e8 5. 

sc8+ q:c8#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution. Model mates. 

№ 2. 1.e4? (A) h6 (a) 2.ue3 (C) h5 3.ud4 h4 4.oc6 b5 5.mcb6 o:b6# 1...h5! (b); 

1.mce3? (B) h5 (b) 2.ue1 h4 3.qbb1 b2 4.ud2 b3+ 5. mb4 o:b4# 1...h6! (a). 1.ue3! 

(C) zz 1...h6 (a) 2.ud4 h5 3.e4 (A) h4 4.oc6 b5 5.mcb6 o:b6#, 1...h5 (b) 2.ud2 h4 

3.qbb1 b2 4.mce3 (B) b3+ 5.mb4 o:b4#. First moves of tries — third and four moves of 

solution. Two variations with exact chameleon mates with pin of White piece. Zugzwang on 

mating move. 

№ 3. 1.uh5? (A) e2! (а); 1.qh5? (B) e2 (a) 2.qe5 (C) e1~ 3.q:e1 ud5 4.mb6+ uc5 

5.sf5+ m:f5# 1...e:f2! (b). 1.qe5! (C) zz 1...e:f2 (b) 2.uh5 (A) f1~ 3.s:f1+ me2 4.h4 

ud4 5.sf4+ m:f4#, 1...e2 (a) 2.qh5 (B) e1~ 3.q:e1 ud5 4.mb6+ uc5 5.sf5+ m:f5#. 

First moves of tries — second moves of solution, key of solution — second move in one of 

tries. Tries on the same square h5. Two model echo-mates in Havel style. 
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№ 4. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

«Problemist Ukrainy», 2009 

1st Honorable mention 

№ 5. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

«Sachova Skladba», 2009 

1st Prize 

№ 6. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

«Shahmatnaya Poeziya», 2007 

2nd Honorable mention  
KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOP©PmPQ 
N¼OPOPYP¹Q 
NOn¹º2POºQ 
NPOPO¬O¼OQ 
NOªOPOP¹PQ 
NPOPOHOPOQ 
NOPOP¹ºOPQ 
NPOPW1OXOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NoPOHOPOPQ 
Nº2ªOPOPOQ 
NW¼OºOPOPQ 
Np¹POPOP»Q 
N©¼OPOP»¼Q 
NP¹POPOPWQ 
NOPmºOP0PQ 
NPOnOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NO¼OPOP©PQ 
Np¹POPOPOQ 
N¹¼OPW¼WPQ 
NP¹P¹n2ºmQ 
N¹PGPOPOPQ 
NPOPOP0POQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#5                          15+5 s#6                          13+8 s#5                          13+5 

 

№ 4. 1.uf1? (A) a5! (a); 1.qf1? (B) a:b6! (b). 1.h8m! (С) zz 1...a:b6 (b) 2.uf1 (А) 

b5 3.sb3+ mc4 4.qe1 ue5 5.se3+ m:e3#, 1...a6/a5 (a) 2.qf1 (B) a5 3.mg7+ uf6 

4.od8+ qe7 5.sf3+ m:f3#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution. Ideal 

(exact, absolutely) dynamic echo-chameleon mates. 

№ 5. 1.ug1? (A) g:h3! (a); 1.uh1? (B) g3! (b); 1.od3? g:h3+!; 1.d3? g3! 1.me6! (C) 

zz 1...g3 (b) 2.ug1 (A) g2 3.qh2 h3 4.od3! h4 5.m:b6 o:b6+ 6.mc5+ o:c5#, 1...g:h3+ 

(a) 2.uh1 (B) h2 3.d3! h3 4.of4 h4 5.og3 h:g3 6.sc8+ u:c8#. First moves of tries — 

second moves of solution. White pickabish interference in selfmate. 

№ 6. 1.ug1? (A) f:e3! (a); 1.ue1? (B) f:g3! (b). 1.qg5! (C) zz 1...f:g3 (b) 2.ug1 (A) g2 

3.og4+ ug3 4.o:b6 o:b6+ 5.sf2+ o:f2#, 1...f:e3 (a) 2.ue1 (B) e2 3.qf4+ ue3 4.a3 

b:a3+ 5.sd2+ o:d2#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution. Model echo-mates. 

Ideal (exact, absolutely) dynamic mono echo-chameleon mates. 

 

№ 7. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura, 

A. Azhusin 

«Problemist Ukrainy», 2007 

3rd Prize  

№ 8. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

(after H. Fischer, 1907) 

«Задачи и этюды» 

2008 

№ 9. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

«idee & form» 

2010  

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPmPQ 
Nº¹ªOPO¼OQ 
NO1OHYn©ºQ 
NPOPOXOPOQ 
NOP2PO¬WºQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOº¹ºOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPoP©POPQ 
NP»P»POPOQ 
NOºOºOPOPQ 
NºOºOºOPOQ 
NOP0POPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPGQ 
NOP2POºOPQ 
NXOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPmªOPOPQ 
NXOPOPOPOQ 
NOºOP«POPQ 
N1OPOP2º¹Q 
N¹P¹POP»XQ 
NPOª¹P¹POQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOnOHOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#5                          15+4 s#5                          10+4 s#5                          15+3 

 

№ 7. 1.qa5? (A) g:f6! (a); 1.uc6? (B) g:f6 (a) 2.qb5 (C) f5 3.qb6 f:g4 4.d3+ m:d3 

5.me5+ m:e5#, 1...g:h6! (b). 1.qb5! (C) zz 1...g:h6 (b) 2.qa5 (A) h5 3.qa6 h:g4 

4.sc6+ ub4 5.md5+ m:d5#, 1...g:f6 (a) 2.uc6 (B) f5 3.qb6 f:g4 4.d3+ m:d3 5.me5+ 

m:e5#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution. Model echo-chameleon mates 

with pinned White Queen. 
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№ 8. 1.ud5? (A) ud2! (a); 1.ub5? (B) ub2! (b). 1.mc7! (C) zz 1...ub2 (b) 2.sa3+ 

uc2 3.ud5 (A) ud2 4.sb2+ ud3 5.me6 d:e6#, 1...ud2 (a) 2.se3+ uc2 3.ub5 (B) 

ub2 4. sc1+ ub3 5.ma6 b:a6#. First moves of tries — third moves of solution. Model 

mirror mono echo-mates. 

№ 9. 1.qa6? (A) g3! (a); 1.ua6? (B) g:f3! (b). 1.mb5! (C) zz 1...g:f3 (b) 2.qa6 (A) f2 

3.s:f2+ ue5 4.d4+m:d4 5.mc6+ m:c6#, 1...g3 (a) 2.ua6 (B) g2 3.a5 g1~ 4.s:g1 ue5 

5.sc5+ m:c5#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution. Two echo-chameleon 

mates by single Knight are achieved without technical Black Pawns in mating positions. 

 

№ 10. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

«Zadachi i etudy», 2010 

4th Prize 

№ 11. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

Pongracz-200 MT, 2010 

2nd Prize 

№ 12. V. Kopyl 

Moscow championship, 2011 

4th место 
KLLLLLLLLM 
N«POPWPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NWPOnOHOºQ 
NP¹P2POP0Q 
NOºOPOPOºQ 
NP¹POPYPOQ 
NOPOP©ºOPQ 
NPOªOPOPmQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NnOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPWPWPQ 
N1¹POP2POQ 
N¹ªOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOHOPOQ 
NOPOºOP¹PQ 
NPOPmPOª«Q 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOXWPOPOPQ 
N3OPOPOºOQ 
NOPOPO¼OPQ 
NP¹º»P¹¼©Q 
NoP¹POP¹pQ 
NPOnOP©¼OQ 
NOPOP0PmPQ 
NHOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#7                          14+3 s#6                          12+2 s#5                          14+7 

 

№ 10. 1.sd8? (A) mc7! (a); 1.h7? (B) mb6! (b). 1.ob8! (C) zz 1...mb6 (b) 2.sd8+ 

(A) md7 3.sg5+ me5 4.qa2 ue4 5.mc3+ ud4 6.m1e2+ ud3 7.sf5+ qf5#, 1...mc7 

(a) 2.sf7+ me6 3.h7 (B) ue4 4.uh6 ud5 5.h5 ue4 6.mc3+ ud4 7.sf6+ qf6#. 

Выбор вступительного хода: 1.of8? mc7!, 1.oh2? mb6!, 1.sd8? (A) mc7! (a), 

1.h7? (B) mb6! (b). First moves of tries — second and third moves of solution. Echo-play 

and two echo-chameleon mates. Sacrifices of Queen on last move. 

№ 11. 1.qa6? (A) mg3! (a); 1.qb6? (B) mf2! (b). 1.me2! (C) zz 1...mf2 (b) 2.g4+ 

m:g4 3.sc5+ me5 4.qa6 (A) ue4 5.mg3+ uf4 6.sc4+ m:c4#, 1...mg3 (a) 2.oc2+ 

me4 3.qb6 (B) ue5 4.ua6 uf5 5.a5 ue5 6.sc5+ m:c5#. First moves of tries — third 

and fourth moves of solution. Two echo-chameleon mates with quiet moves in solution. 

Lack of technical black pieces and pawns, characteristic of the Bohemian school. 

№ 12. 1.ud2? (A) d4! (a); 1.od2? (B) d:c4! (b). 1.ue1! (C) zz 1...d:c4 (b) 2.mf4 g:f4 

3.ud2 (A) og5 4.qa8+ ub7 5.me1+ f3#, 1...d4 (a) 2.od2 (B) d3 3.me5 f:e5 4.mf6 e4 

5.o:e4 g2#. First moves of tries — second and third moves of solution. 

№ 13. 1.ud4? (A) g:f5 (b) 2.od1 ub1 3.uc3 ua2 4.sd2 (C) ub1 5.ob3+ md1#, 

2...ub1 3.sd2 ua2 4.uc3 ub1 5.ob3+md1# 1...g:h5! (a); 1.oe4? (B) g:h5 (a) 2.sd2 (C) 

h4 3.q:g2 h3 4.qh2 ub1 5.mb4+md3# 1...g:f5! (b). 1.sd2! (C) zz 1...g:f5 (b) 2.od1. 

ub1 3.ud4 (A) ua2 4.uc3 ub1 5.ob3+ md1#, 1...g:h5 (a) 2.oe4 (B) h4 3.q:g2 h3 

4.qh2 ub1 5.mb4+ md3#. First moves of tries — second and third moves of solution, key 

move of solution — second and fourth moves in tries. 

№ 14. 1.ue5+? (A) ub8! (a); 1.ud5+? (B) ub7! (b). 1.b5! (C) zz 1...ub7 (b) 2.ue5 

(A) ub8 3.uf4 ub7 4.ug3 ub8 5.uh2 ub7 6.qh7+ ub8 7.o:b2 o:b2 8.se5+ 

o:e5#, 1...ub8 (a) 2.ud5 (B) ub7 3.uc4 ub8 4.ub3 ub7 5.ua2 ub8 6.qh8+ ub7 

7.o:g2+ o:g2 8.sd5+ o:d5#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution. All 

Black pieces participate in all mating positions. Model mates. 
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№ 13. V. Kopyl 

XV Team Championship of 

Ukraine, 2012 

7th Place  

№ 14. G. Kozura, V. Kopyl 

(after Mark Kirtley, 1986) 

«Componist» 

2012 

№ 15. G. Kozura, V. Kopyl 

«Orbit», 2011 

1st Honorable mention  

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOXOPOPOPQ 
NPOP»POPOQ 
NOP»ºOP»PQ 
N¼OnO1¹º¹Q 
N¹P¹POºOPQ 
NPOP©PmPOQ 
N2¬OPOH»PQ 
NpOPOPOXOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOP2POPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOºOP0POPQ 
NXOPOPOHWQ 
NOºOnOPOPQ 
NºOPOPOPmQ 
NO¼OP¹P»PQ 
Np©POPOªoQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOXOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPOPOnQ 
NPOPOPOºOQ 
NO¼»P»POHQ 
NPmªO3OPOQ 
NOºOPOPOªQ 
NPOXO1OPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#5                          14+8 s#8                          12+5 s#6                          10+4 

 

№ 15. 1.ma2? (A) c3! (a); 1.oc2? (B) b3! (b); 1.qa1? (D) b:c3! (d); 1.qb1? (E) c:b3! 

(с). 1.ud1! (C) zz 1...c:b3 (с) 2.ma2 (A) b:a2 3.qa1(D) b3 4.uc1 ue2 5.sg3 e3 6.qd2 

e:d2#, 1...b:c3 (d) 2.oc2 (B) b2 3.qb1 (E) c3 4.sg4 uf2 5.g6 e3 6.sg5 e2#. Two pairs of 

tries. First pair: first moves of tries — second moves of solution. Second pair: first moves of 

tries — third moves of solution. Difficult idea to implement. Echo-chameleon model mates. 

 

№ 16. V. Kopyl 

«Sachove umenie» 

2014  

№ 17. V. Kopyl 

Archakov MT, 2014 

2nd Prize 

№ 18. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

«Gravure», 2013 

3rd Commendation  
KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOP¹Q 
NOPOPO¼OPQ 
NPOPOPOºmQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
N»ªOHOPOPQ 
NZ2PO1OPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
N©POXOPOPQ 
NPOPO3OP©Q 
NO¼OXOP»PQ 
Np¹POPOºoQ 
NO¼OP»P»PQ 
NPmP¹POHOQ 
N¹PO1OPOnQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOºOQ 
NOPOPGª»PQ 
NPOPOPO3»Q 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOP0Q 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NnmPOPOªOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#6                          6+4 s#5                          12+8 s#6                          7+3 

 

№ 16. 1.h8o? (A) f:g5! (a); 1.of3? (B) f5! (b); 1.mc4? f:g5! (a). 1.ma4! (C) zz 1...f5 

(b) 2.h8o (A) f4 3.od4 f3 4.sd3+ uc1 5.of2 qb1 6.sc2+ u:c2#, 1...f:g5 (a) 2.of3 

(B) g4 3.og2 g3 4.sd3+ uc1 5.uf1 qb1 6.sd2+ u:d2#. First moves of tries — second 

moves of solution. Echo-chameleon mates. 

№ 17. 1.mf6? (A) e:d3! (a); 1.ud1? (B) e3! (b). 1.ue1! (С) zz 1...e3 (b) 2.mf6 (A) e2 

3.sh4 g3 4.qe8+ u:d6 5.s:b4+ o:b4#, 1...e:d3 (a) 2.ud1 (B) d2 3.oe6 b3 4.q6d7+ 

u:e6 5.s:g4+ o:g4#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution. Tries with 

sacrifices of Queen on last move. Mirror ideal chameleon mate. Model mates. 

№ 18. 1.me2? (A) h4 (b) 2.mg8 (D) uh5 3.mf4+ ug5 4.mg2 uh5 5.se5+ g5 

6.sh2 g4#, 1...uh6! (a); 1.g8m? (B) h4 (b) 2.md5 (С) uh5 3.mf4+ ug5 4.mg2 uh5 

5.se5+ g5 6.sh2 g4#, 1...uf4!; 1.mg8? (D) h4 (b) 2.me2 (A) uh5 3.mf4+ ug5 4.mg2 

uh5 5.se5+ g5 6.sh2 g4#, 1...uf4! 1.md5! (С) zz 1...uh6 (a) 2.uh4 uh7 3.me2 (A) 

uh6 4.mg3 uh7 5.g8o+ uh6 6.sh3 g5#, 1...h4 (b) 2.g8m (B) uh5 3.mf4+ ug5 
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4.mg2 uh5 5.se5+ g5 6.sh2 g4#. First moves of tries — second and third moves of 

solution. Unusual implementation — reciprocal change of first and second moves in tries. 

But all the play is related only to one defense (а). Two ideal mates with underpromotions. 

 

№ 19. G. Kozura, V. Kopyl 

Vladimirov-80 JT, 2015 

1st Honorable mention  

№ 20. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

«SuperProblem», TT-154, 2015 

Commendation 

№ 21. V. Kopyl, М. Мишко 

Kozura-60 JT, 2015 

3rd Prize  
KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPmPOPOPQ 
N¼OPOPOPOQ 
NOPOP©POPQ 
NP¹POPOPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPGQ 
NOPOPOPO¼Q 
NP0POnO3YQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOP¹PmQ 
NOPOP¹ºOHQ 
NPOPOnOPOQ 
NOPOP©POPQ 
NP©POP2P¹Q 
NOPO¼O¼OPQ 
NPOPOP0POQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOHOPQ 
NPOPOPmP2Q 
NOPOP»P»PQ 
NP»POªO¼oQ 
NOP¹POP»pQ 
NPOªOPO¼OQ 
NOX0XOP¹PQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#8                            6+4 s#6                          10+3 s#6                           9+9 

 

№ 19. 1.mf4? (A) a6! (a); 1.oa5? (B) uf2! 1.sf3! (С) zz 1...a5 (b) 2.mf4 (А) a4 

3.og4 a3 4.se3+ uf1 5.oe2+ u:e1 6.oc4+ ud1 7.oa2 q~ 8.sd2+ u:d2#, 1...a6 (a) 

2.oa5 (B) a:b5 3.oe1 b4 4.uc1 b3 5.of2+ uf1 6.od4+ ue1 7.ob2 q~ 8.se2+ 

u:e2#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution. Two ideal echo-chameleon mates. 

Creation and play of echo-chameleon batteries. 

№ 20. 1.md6 (A)? d1m (b) 2.sh5+ue3 3.oh2 (C) mb2 4.mc4+m:c4 5.sc5+uf3 

6.md2+m:d2#, 3...mc3 4.sc5+ uf3 5.oe4+ m:e4 6.md2+ m:d2#, 1...d1o! (a); 

1.mg5+? (B) ue3 2.od6/oc7/ob8/oh2 (C) d1o (b) 3.mf3+! u:f3 4.sh5+ ue3 

5.se5+ uf3 6.se2+ o:e2#, 2...d1m! (b); 1.od6/oc7/ob8? 1...d1o (a) 2.mg5+ (B) 

ue3 3.mf3+ u:f3 4.sh5+ ue3 5.se5+ uf3 6.se2+ o:e2#, 1...d1m! (b). 1.oh2! (C) 

zz 1...d1m (b) 2.sh5+ ue3 3.md6 (A) mb2 4.mc4+ m:c4 5.sc5+ uf3 6.md2+ 

m:d2#, 3...mc3 4.sc5+ uf3 5.oe4+ m:e4 6.md2+ m:d2#; 1...d1o (a) 2.mg5+ (B) 

ue3 3.mf3+ u:f3 4.sh5+ ue3 5.se5+ uf3 6.se2+ o:e2#. First moves of tries — 

second and third moves of solution, key move of solution — third move in try. Model mates 

with play correction of White Bishop. 

№ 21. 1.uc1? (A) b:c4! (a); 1.ud1? (B) b4! (b). 1.me4! (C) zz 1...b4 (b) 2.uc1(A) b3 

3. qdc2 b:c2 4. m:g6 e5 5. c5 o:g6 6.m:g5+ o:g5#, 1...b:c4 (a) 2.ud1 (B) c3 3.qbc2 

c:d2 4.m:g5+ o:g5 5.sg8+ uh6 6.m:g4+ o:g4#. First moves of tries — second moves 

of solution. Doubled FML in the play of White King and Rooks. A play of White Rooks on 

the same square on third move. 

№ 22. 1.qc4? (A) d5! (a); 1.qd4? (B) d:c5! (b). 1.qff4! (C) zz 1...d:c5 (b) 2.qc4 (A) 

u:e7 3.ue4 ue8 4.ud5 ue7 5.oc2 ue8 6.og6+ ue7 7.s:b7 o:b7#, 1...d5 (a) 

2.qd4 (B) u:e7 3.uf3 ue8 4.ug4 ue7 5.sd8+ ud6 6.qf3 ue5 7.sf6+ mf6#. First 

moves of tries — second moves of solution. Active play of White King. 

№ 23. 1.qh4? (A) u:c5!; 1.oc6? (B) u:c5!; 1.md3? h4! 1.ma6! (C) zz 1...ud5 

2.qh4 (A) uc4 3.uf5+ ud5 4.sd7+ qd6 5.c3 q:d7 6.of7+ q:f7#, 1...h4 2.oc6 (B) 

h5 3.sg8 h6 4.qc3+ ud4 5.sd8+ qd6 6.sf6+ q:f6#. First moves of tries — second 

moves of solution. Two ideal echo-chameleon mates. Choice of move. An interference of 

White Bishop’s line on c3 by different pieces in variations. 
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№ 22. G. Kozura, V. Kopyl 

Csak-Majoros-Pasztor JT, 2015 

2nd Honorable mention  

№ 23. V. Kopyl 

«Sachove umenie» 

2016 

№ 24. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

Hramtsevich-50 JT, 2017 

2nd Honorable mention 
KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPoP2POPQ 
NP»H«ºWPOQ 
NOnO¼OPOPQ 
NPOªOPOªOQ 
NmPOPWPOºQ 
NPOPO1OºOQ 
NOPOP¹POPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPmPOPQ 
NPOPOPGP»Q 
NOPOPYPO¼Q 
NP¹ºOPOP»Q 
NOª2PO1OPQ 
NºOPOPOPWQ 
NOP¹POPOPQ 
NnOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOªOP2P©PQ 
NPOPOPOºOQ 
NO¼OPOº»PQ 
Np¹PGPOºoQ 
NO¼OP»P»PQ 
NPmP¹POnOQ 
NOPO1OPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#7                          12+5 s#6                          10+5 s#5                          11+8 

 

№ 24. 1.ue1? (A) e:d3! (a); 1.ud1? (B) e3! (b). 1.me7! (C) zz 1...e3+ (b) 2.ue1 (A) 

e2 3.sc4 ud8 4.f7 u:e7 5.oc7 g3 6.s:b4+ o:b4#, 1...e:d3 (a) 2.ud1 (B) d2 3.se4 

ud8 4.of7 b3 5.mbc6+ ud7 6.s:g4+ o:g4#. First moves of tries — second moves of 

solution. Model echo-chameleon mates. Ideal echo of mating pictures. Symmetrical 

position, non-symmetrical play. Choice of move. 

 

№ 25. V. Kopyl 

«The Problemist» 

2017  

№ 26. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

«KoBulChess», 2017 

1st Commendation 

№ 27. V. Kopyl 

«StrateGems», 2018 

3rd Honorable mention 
KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOXOªOPQ 
NPOºIPOPOQ 
N©PO3¹POPQ 
NP¹XOPOn»Q 
NOPOPO1OPQ 
NPOHOPOP¹Q 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPmPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPWPOPmPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPO¼OPQ 
NPOHOnOPOQ 
N»ZOPOPOPQ 
N3OPOPOºOQ 
NOPOPWPOPQ 
NPOPOP0POQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPmPOQ 
NOP»PY¼O¼Q 
NP»n2pW¼»Q 
NOºOPOPOPQ 
NºOPOPOºOQ 
NOºOª0POºQ 
NHOPWPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#5                          12+3 s#6                          7+4 s#6                          12+9 

 

№ 25. 1.sb4? (A) h4 (b) 2.e7 (C) s:d8 3.e8m+ s:e8 4.qc6+ ud5 5.se4+ s:e4#, 

1...s:d8! (a); 1.of3? (B) s:d8 (a) 2.c8m+ s:c8 3.qc6+ s:c6 4.sd4+ sd5 5.se5+ 

s:e5#, 1...h4! (b). 1.e7! (C) zz 1...h4 (b) 2.sb4 (A) s:d8 3.e8m+ s:e8 4.qc6+ ud5 

5.se4+ s:e4#, 1...s:d8 (a) 2.qd5+ u:d5 3.of3+ (B) ud6 4.e8m+ s:e8 5.se5+ 

s:e5#. First moves of tries — second and third moves of solution, key move of solution — 

second move in one of tries. Change-functions of Black moves: defense in variation — 

refutation. 

№ 26. 1.ue1? (A) f5! (b); 1.qf8? (D) f5! (b). 1.g4? (E) f:e5 (a) 2.qf8 (D) e4 3.qf4 e3 

4.sc1+ qb2 5.sa1+ qa2 6.ue1 q:a1# 1...f5! (b). 1.qf2? (B) f5 (b) 2.qb8 (C) f4 3.g4 

f3 4.sc3+ qb3 5.of4 q:c3 6.oc1+ qc1#, 1...f:e5! (a). 1.qb8! (C) zz 1...f5 (b) 2.qf2 

(B) f4 3.g4 (E) f3 4.sc3+ qb3 5.of4 q:c3 6.oc1+ qc1#, 1...f:e5 (a) 2.qf8 (D) e4 

3.qf4 e3 4.sc1+ qb2 5.sa1+ qa2 6.ue1 (A) q:a1#. Two pairs of tries. First pair: first 

moves of tries — second moves of solution. Second pair: first moves of tries — third and 

sixth moves of solution. Choice of move. Model mates. 



 8 

№ 27. 1.ue3? (A) h4 (b) 2.g4! h3/h5 3.sb1(C) ~ 4.mf3+ uc4 5.b3+ uc3 6.od4+ 

o:d4#, 1...g4! (a); 1.ue1? (B) g4 (a) 2.sb1 (C) h4 3.g:h4 h5 4.og8 g3 5.mf1+ uc4 

6.sc2+ oc3#, 1...h4! (b). 1.sb1! (C) zz 1...h4 (b) 2.g4 h3/h5 3.ue3 (A) ~ 4.mf3+ uc4 

5.b3+ uc3 6.od4+ o:d4#, 1...g4 (a) 2.ue1 (B) h4 3.g:h4 h5 4.og8! (tempo) g3 5.mf1+ 

uc4 6.sc2+ oc3#. First moves of tries — second and third moves of solution, key move of 

solution — second and third moves of tries. Model battery echo-mates. 

 

№ 28. G. Kozura, V. Kopyl 

«Probleemblad» 

2018  

№ 29. V. Kopyl 

Manolescu-80 MT, 2019 

2nd Prize 

№ 30. V. Kopyl 

Csak-Majoros-Pasztor, JT 2019 

2nd Prize  
KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOºOQ 
NOP»POP©PQ 
Nn¹POPOPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPGPO¼Q 
NPOP0PO3YQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPWP»POQ 
NOHmpOPOPQ 
NªOZOPOPOQ 
NOPO3OºOPQ 
NPOPOXOPOQ 
N¹1Oº¹POPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOP©POPQ 
N¼OPOPOPOQ 
NOP©POPOPQ 
NPOP¹POPOQ 
N¹POP2P0ºQ 
NPOPWPYPOQ 
NOP¹PoPOnQ 
NPOPOXOPGQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#6                          6+4 s#4                          10+4 s#6                          10+4 

 

№ 28. 1.oc3? (A) c5! (a); 1.g8o? (B) c:b5! (b); 1.mf4? c:b5! (b). 1.mh4! (C) zz 

1...c:b5 (b) 2.oc3 (A) b4 3.ob2 b3 4.se3+ uf1 5.uc1 qg1 6.se2+ u:e2#, 1...c5 (a) 

2.g8o (B) c4 3.oh7 c3 4.se3+ uf1 5.oc2 qg1 6.sf2+ u:f2#. Choice of move. First 

moves of tries — second moves of solution. Two chameleon mates. 

№ 29. 1.oa4? (A) f5 (b) 2.ua3 (C) ud5 3.qe5+ ud4 4.sb2+ qc3#, 1...ud5 

2.qe5+ ud4 3.ua3 (C) [4.sb2+ qc3#] 1...f6! (a); 1.qa3? (B) f6 (a) 2.ub3 f5 3.sb4+ 

qc4 4.ua4+ q:b4#, 1...f5! (b). 1.ua3! (C) f5 (b) 2.oa4 (A) ud5 3.qe5+ ud4 4.sb2+ 

qc3#, 1...f6 (a) 2.ua4 f5 3.sb4+ qc4 4.qa3+ (B) q:b4#. First moves of tries — second 

and fourth moves of solution, key move of solution — second and third moves in variations 

of the same try. In tries, on first move White Rook or Bishop moves on "a3" and "a4", after 

that the King — on adjacent square. In solution, the priority changes — firstly the White 

King moves to these squares, then the thematic pieces occupy the adjacent square. 

№ 30. 1.uh5? (A) a5 (b) 2.sg2 (B) uf5 3.me7+ ue4 4.mg8 uf5 5.mh6+ ue4 

6.sg6+ qf5#, 1...a6! (a); 1.qd4+? (B) ue3 2.og1+ qf2 3.uh3 a6 (a) 4.sg2 (C) a5 

5.qd3+ uf4 6.sg4+ o:g4#, 4...a5! (b). 1.sg2! (C) zz 1...a5 (b) 2.uh5 (A) uf5 3.me7+ 

ue4 4.mg8 uf5 5.mh6+ ue4 6.sg6+ qf5#, 1...a6 (a) 2.qd4+ (B) ue3 3.og1+ qf2+ 

4.uh3 a5 5.qd3+ uf4 6.sg4+ o:g4#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution, 

key move of solution — second and fourth moves of tries. Choice of move. Model mate. 

№ 31. 1.sc4? (A) f6 (b) 2.ua5 (C) e6 3.se2+ ud5 4.se4+ uc5 5.oa7+ q:a7#, 

1...e6! (a); 1.qa6? (B) e6 (a) 2.sc3+ ud5 3.me3+ ud6 4.ua5+(C) ue7 5.sb4+ qc5#, 

1...f6! (b). 1.ua5! (C) zz 1...f6 (b) 2.sc4 (A) e6 3.se2+ ud5 4.se4+ uc5 5.oa7+ 

q:a7#, 1...e6 (a) 2.sc3+ ud5 3.me3+ ud6 4.qa6+ (B) ue7 5.sb4+ qc5#. First 

moves of tries — second and fourth moves of solution, key move of solution — second 

move of one of tries. Battery play. 
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№ 31. V. Kopyl 

Moscow tourney, 2019 

2nd Commendation  

№ 32. V. Kopyl 

Moscow tourney, 2020 

6th Honorable mention 

№ 33. V. Kopyl 

«StrateGems» 

2020 
KLLLLLLLLM 
NWnOpOPOPQ 
NPOZO¼»POQ 
NO1GPOPOPQ 
NPOPO3©¼©Q 
NmPOPOP¹PQ 
NPOPOP¹POQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOP»P¹POPQ 
NnOPOXOPOQ 
NOºO3OºOPQ 
NPO¼OPOPOQ 
NmPWP¹POPQ 
NªO1OPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOnOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NmPOPGP»¼Q 
NP0POpOPYQ 
N¹POP2PO¼Q 
NPOPOPOP¹Q 
N¹POXOX©PQ 
NªOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#5                          9+6 s#6                          10+3 s#4                         11+6 

 

№ 32. 1.ud1? (А) с5! (а); 1.ob3? (B) c5! (a); 1.od5? (D) c:d5! 1.b5! (C) zz 1...c5 (а) 

2.e3+ ud3 3.od5 (D) c4 4.qd2+ c:d2+ 5.ud1 (А) c3 6.mb3 c2#, 1...c:b5 (b) 2.ob3 (B) 

b4 3.qa2 c2 4.ob6+ uc3 5.od5 b3 6.qa4 b2#. First moves of three tries — second and 

also third and fifth moves of solution. Ideal dynamic echo with model mates. Echo-

chameleon play of Black Pawns. 

№ 33. 1.mb3? (A) q~ (b) 2.qde2+ ud3 3.ua5+ (C) uc3 4.sc8+ oc7#, 1...g5! (a); 

1.ob6? (B) g5 (a) 2.ua5 (C) g4 3.qfe2+ uf3 4.sb3+ oc3#, 1...q~! (b). 1.ua5! (C) 

[2.qde2+ ud4 3.mb3+ uc3 4.sc8+ oc7#], 1...q~ (b) 2.qde2+ (qfe2+?) ud4 

3.mb3+ (A) uc3 4.sc8+ oc7#, 1...g5 (a) 2.ob6 (B) g4 3.qfe2+ (qde2+?) uf3 

4.sb3+ oc3#. First moves of tries — second and third moves of solution, key move of 

solution — second and third moves of tries. Activation of Black battery from different 

wings. Choice of play on “e2”. Model mates. Logics: in pseudo-threat and in response on 

any move of Black Rook, White activate Black battery for providing of battery mate of 

Black Bishop in upper half of board. Black prevents is by Pawn interference — and it leads 

to change of another battery mate by Black Bishop in lower half of board. 

And now — Hofmann tries in the problems of my colleagues. 

 

№ 34. G. Kozura 

Moscow tourney, 2019 

1st-2nd Prize  

№ 35. S. Borodavkin 

Marandyuk-70 JT, 2019 

3rd Prize 

№ 36. A. Azhusin 

«Sachova Skladba», 2019 

1st-2nd Prize 
KLLLLLLLLM 
NOªOPOPOPQ 
NP»ºOºOPOQ 
NOP¹POPOPQ 
Nº2P¹P©POQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NHOPOPOPOQ 
NmºOPOPOPQ 
NXOnO1OPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOªOPQ 
NPOPmPOPOQ 
NOªO¼YPWPQ 
NPOºOP2POQ 
NOPOnOPOXQ 
NPOPOP0POQ 
NOºYPOPOPQ 
NPGPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOnOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOP»POQ 
NOPOPOP¹PQ 
NPOPmP©ºOQ 
NOPOP©POPQ 
NPOºOPW¼OQ 
NOPOHOP»¼Q 
NP0POPO3IQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#7                          13+2 s#7                          10+4 s#6                          10+6 

 

№ 34. 1.d6? (A) b6! (a); 1.oe3? (B) b:c6! (b); 1.е8s? b:c6! 1.e8q! (C) b:c6 (b) 2.d6 

(A) c5 3.od5 c4 4.ud1 c3 5.oc6+ uc4 6.b3 ud3 7.qe1 zz c2#, 1…b6 (a) 2.oe3 (B) b:a5 

3.0-0-0 a4 4.b4 a:b3 е.р. 5.sa6+ ub4 6.qe4+ uc3 7.ob1 zz b2#. First moves of tries — 
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second moves of solution. For the first time, Valladao task is achieved with ideal echo-

chameleon mates. Zugzwang on last move. Black minimal material. 

№ 35. 1.oh8? (A) d5! (a); 1.oc3? (B) d5 (a) 2.oc8 (C) d4 3.q:d4 ue5 4.md7+ uf5 

5.qd5+ qe5 6.oa6 q:d5 7.od3+ qd3#, 1...d:c5! (b). 1.oc8! (C) d:c5! (b) 2.oh8! (A) 

c4 3.ug3 c3 4.mc4 cb2 5.qg7 uf6 (5...ue5??) 6.md7+ uf5 7.me3+ q:e3#, 1…d5 (a) 

2.oc3! (B) d4 3.q:d4 ue5 (3...uf6??) 4.mbd7+ uf5 5.qd5+ qe5 6.oa6! q:d5 

7.od3+ q:d3#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution, key move of solution — 

second move in one of tries. Unpinning of Black mating Rook via White Knights. 

Unfortunately, the first try has duals in White play. 

№ 36. 1.uc2/uc1? f6! (b); 1.qe3? f:g6! (a); 1.qf4? f6! (b); 1.m:g3? f:g6! (a); 1.oa2? (А) 

f:g6! (a); 1.ua1? (B) f:g6 (a) 2.mc5 (C) g:f5 3.qd3 ~ 4.sc1+ uf2 5.qd2+ ue3 6.qa2+ 

s:c1#, 1...f6! (b). 1.mc5! (C) zz 1...f6 (b) 2.oa2 (А) f:g5 3.qe3 g4 4.sd1+ uf2 5.qe2+ 

uf3 6.qb2+ s:d1#, 1...f:g6 (a) 2.ua1 (B) g:f5 3.qd3 ~ 4.sc1+ uf2 5.qd2+ ue3 6.qa2+ 

s:c1#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution, key move of solution — second move 

in one of tries. The problem with thematic heterogeneity. Echo-chameleon creation and play of 

Q+R battery. Echo-chameleon model mates by the same Black piece. Choice of move. 

 

Hofmann theme 

 

№ 37. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

«Pat a Mat», 2010 

1st Prize  

№ 38. V. Kopyl 

Kozura-55 JT, 2010 

4th Prize 

№ 39. V. Kopyl, A. Azhusin 

«Shahmatnaya Poeziya», 2010 

1st Prize  
KLLLLLLLLM 
NmPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOP¹POQ 
NOP«ª»XOPQ 
NPOP2P¹P¹Q 
NOºOPOPOPQ 
NPYXO1OP»Q 
NGPOP©ºOnQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOP©Q 
NWPOP»¼O¼Q 
NPOP2º¹P»Q 
N»XOPOPOºQ 
NºYHOP0nOQ 
NmPOº¹POPQ 
NPOPOªOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
N«POPOPOPQ 
NPO¼OPOP»Q 
NO¼¹POºOPQ 
NP¹P0POPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPO3OP¹Q 
NOnOªOPWPQ 
NPOPOPGªOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#5                          13+5 s#5                          14+7 s#6                          10+5 

 

№ 37. 1.f8s? (A) e5 (b) 2.qg6 (C) e4 3.qg3 ue5 4.sa5+ m:a5 5.mc4+ m:c4# 

1...e:f5! (a); 1.uf3? (B) e:f5 (a) 2.qg6 (C) f4 3.qd3+ ue5 4.mc4+ uf5 5.md4+ m:d4# 

1...e5! (b). 1.qg6! (C) zz 1...e5 (b) 2.f8s (A) e4 3.qg3 ue5 4.sa5+ m:a5 5.mc4+ 

m:c4#, 1...e:f5 (a) 2.uf3 (B) f4 3.qd3+ ue5 4.mc4+ uf5 5.md4+ m:d4#. First moves 

of tries — second moves of solution, key move of solution — second moves of tries. For the 

first time, two echo-chameleon mates with pinned White Rook. 

№ 38. 1.ue3? (A) f:e5 (a) 2.f6 e4 3.of2 (C) e5 4.mg5 h:g5 5.qd4+ e:d4#, 1...e:f5! (a); 

1.mg2? (B) e:f5(b) 2.e6 f4 3.of2 (C) f5 4.sd3+ ue5 5.qe4+ f:e4#, 1...f:e5! (b). 1.of2! (C) 

zz 1...e:f5 (b) 2.e6 f4 3.mg2 (B) f5 4.sd3+ ue5 5.qe4+ f:e4#, 1...f:e5 (a) 2.f6 e4+ 3.ue3 

(A) e5 4.mg5 h:g5 5.qd4+ e:d4#. First moves of tries — third moves of solution, key move 

of solution — third moves of tries. Two Pawn echo-chameleon mates with pinned White 

Queen, for the first time. Mates are in the center of the board. 

№ 39. 1.mb3? (A) h5 (b) 2.oa3 (C) h4 3.sd1 uf4 4.sd4+ uf5 5.oc5 bc 6.m:c5 

mb6#, 1…h6! (a); 1.sf5? (B) h6 (a) 2.oa3 (C) h5 3.sе5+ ud3 4.mc4 h4 5.od6 cd 

6.m:d6 mc7#, 1…h5! (b). 1.oa3! (C) zz 1…h5 (b) 2.mb3 (A) h4 3.sd1 uf4 4.sd4+ 

uf5 5.oc5 bc 6.m:c5 mb6#, 1…h6 (a) 2.sf5 (B) h5 3.sе5+ ud3 4.mc4 h4 5.od6 cd 
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6.m:d6 mc7#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution, key move of solution — 

second moves of tries. 
 

№ 40. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

«Gravure», 2013 

2nd Commendation  

№ 41. V. Kopyl 

SuperProblem-10 JT, 2016 

4th Prize 

№ 42. G. Kozura, V. Kopyl 

«Problemskak» 

2018 
KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPWPOPQ 
NPOPOpOPOQ 
NWPOPOPOHQ 
NPOPO3OPOQ 
NOPOP»POPQ 
NPOPO1OPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPmnOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NnOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NP©PGPO¼OQ 
NOPOP¹ºOPQ 
NP¹PmPOPOQ 
N»PWPO1OPQ 
NZ2POPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOP»POPQ 
NPOª¹PO¼OQ 
NOPOPOPWPQ 
NXOPOPOPOQ 
N»POHO1OPQ 
NZ2POPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#4                          6+3 s#7                         9+4 s#6                         6+5 
 

№ 40. 1.od2? (A) ud5 (b) 2.sc6+ ue5 3.oe2 (C) uf5 4.sc5+ o:c5#, 1...uf5! (a); 

1.of2? (B) uf5 (a) 2.sg6+ ue5 3.oe2 (C) ud5 4.sg5+ o:g5#, 1...ud5! (b). 1.oe2! (C) 

zz 1...ud5 (b) 2.sc6+ ue5 3.od2 (A) uf5 4.sc5+ o:c5#, 1...uf5 (a) 2.sg6+ ue5 

3.of2 (B) ud5 4.sg5+ o:g5#. First moves of tries — third moves of solution, key move of 

solution — third moves of tries. Model ideal echo-mates. 

№ 41. 1.e5? (A) g4! (b) 2.uf1 (C) g3 3.qe2+ uc1 4.sc6+ ud1 5.qe1+ ud2 6. sg2+ 

u:d3 7. qd1+ q:d1#, 1...g:f4! (a); 1.sd4? (B) g:f4 (a) 2.uf1(C) f3 3.qf2+ uc1 4.oc2 qb1 

5.sd1+ ub2 6.od3+ ua1 7.sc1 q:c1#, 1...g4! (b). 1.uf1! (C) zz 1...g:f4 (a) 2.sd4 (B) f3 

3.qf2+ uc1 4.oc2 qb1 5.sd1+ ub2 6.od3+ ua1 7.sc1 q:c1#, 1...g4 (b) 2.e5 (A) g3 

3.qe2+ uc1 4.sc6+ ud1 5.qe1+ ud2 6.sg2+ u:d3 7.qd1+ q:d1#. First moves of tries 

— second moves of solution, key move of solution — second moves of tries. Change-functions 

in play of White Queen and Rook: square-blocking — sacrifice. Model mates. 

№ 42. 1.ue1? (A) e5 (b) 2.qe4 g4 3.qaa4 (C) g3 4.sd1+ ub2 5.qe2+ uc3 6.sc1+ 

q:c1#, 1...e:d5! (a); 1.ug1? (B) e:d5 (a) 2.qd4 g4 3.qaa4 (C) g3 4.se1+ ub2/uc2 

5.qd2+ uc3 6.qg2+ q:e1#, 1...e5! (b). 1.qaa4! (C) zz 1...e5 (b) 2.qe4 g4 3.ue1! (A) 

g3 4.sd1+ ub2 5.qe2+ uc3 6.sc1+ q:c1#, 1...e:d5 (a) 2.qd4 g4 3.ug1! (B) g3 

4.se1+ ub2/uc2 5.qd2+ uc3 6.qg2+ q:e1#. First moves of tries — third moves of 

solution, key move of solution — third moves of tries. 

 

№ 43. V. Kopyl 

Csak-Majoros-Pasztor JT, 2018 

2nd Prize  

№ 44. V. Kopyl 

«Probleemblad» 

2018 

№ 45. V. Kopyl, G. Kozura 

«Springaren» 

2018  
KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NnOPOPOP»Q 
N»POPWº¹PQ 
N¼2P0PWP¹Q 
NYpOPOPOPQ 
N¼GPOPm¼OQ 
N¹POP¹P©PQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NXOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPO¼OPQ 
N¼2POªGºOQ 
NYpOP0POPQ 
N¼OPOnmPOQ 
N¹POPOPOPQ 
NPWPOP©POQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOªOPOPOPQ 
NPOPWPOP©Q 
NGº¹P2¼mPQ 
NPOPOºOPOQ 
NOP¹POPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NnOPO1OPWQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#6                          12+8 s#6                          10+6 s#7                          12+2 
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№ 43. 1.qg5? (A) h:g6 (b) 2.qe7 (C) g:h5 3.qf5 h4 4.ue4+ uc6 5.uf4+ ud6 

6.sd1+ od2#, 1...h6! (a); 1.ob8? (B) h6 (a) 2.qe7 (C) ub6 3.ue4 uc6 4.uf4+ ub6 

5.me3 g2 6.se6+ od6#, 1...h:g6! (b). 1.qe7! (C) zz 1...h:g6 (b) 2.qg5 (A) g:h5 3.qf5 

h4 4.ue4+ uc6 5.uf4+ ud6 6.sd1+ od2#, 1...h6 (a) 2.ob8 (B) ub6 3.ue4 uc6 

4.uf4+ ub6 5.me3 g2 6.se6+ od6#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution, 

key move of solution — second moves of tries. Transformation of White battery play with 

analogous model mates by Black battery. 

№ 44. 1.ud5? (A) f:e5 (b) 2.md2 (C) e4 3.u:e4+ uc6 4.uf4+ ud6 5.sd3+ ue6 

6.sa6+ od6#, 1...f:g5! (a); 1.oh5? (B) f:g5 (a) 2.md2 (C) g4 3.md3+ uc6 4.oe8+ ud6 

5.oc5+ o:c5+ 6.mc4+ q:c4#, 1...f:e5! (b). 1.md2! (C) zz 1...f:e5 (b) 2.ud5 (A) e4 

3.u:e4+ uc6 4.uf4+ ud6 5.sd3+ ue6 6.sa6+ od6#, 1...f:g5 (a) 2.oh5 (B) g4 

3.md3+ uc6 4.oe8+ ud6 5.oc5+ o;c5 6.mc4+ q:c4#. First moves of tries — second 

moves of solution, key move of solution — second moves of tries. Active White King. 

№ 45. 1.oc2? (A) f:e5 (b) 2.sc8 (C) e4 3.sg8+ uf5 4.mf6 uf4 5.qf1+ ue3 

6.qd3+ e:d3 7.od1 d2#, 1...f5! (a); 1.qh4? (B) f5 (a) 2.sc8 (C) f4 3.of7+ uf5 4.qd1+ 

ue4 5.od5+ ue3 6.og2 f3 7.of1 f2#, 1...f:e5! (b). 1.sc8! (C) zz 1...f:e5 (b) 2.oc2 (A) 

e4 3.sg8+ uf5 4.mf6 uf4 5.qf1+ ue3 6.qd3+ e:d3 7.od1 d2#, 1...f5 (a) 2.qh4 (B) 

f4 3.of7+ uf5 4.qd1+ ue4 5.od5+ ue3 6.og2 f3 7.of1 f2#. First moves of tries — 

second moves of solution, key move of solution — second moves of tries. Ideal echo-mates. 

Black minimal material. 

 

№ 46. V. Kopyl 

Borodavkin-50 JT, 2019 

V-VI Prize 

№ 47. S. Borodavkin, 

M. Mishko 

Petkov-75 JT, 2016 

3rd-4th Prize 

№ 48. G. Kozura 

Polish chess federation 

2020  

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOP0POnQ 
N¼OªOPOZOQ 
NOPOPO3OªQ 
NPOP¹POZ¹Q 
NOPOºOPOHQ 
NºOPOP¹PmQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPWPOXOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOP¹POPOQ 
NOºWPOPOPQ 
NªOP2n0¼OQ 
NOPYPOPOXQ 
NPmPOPOP»Q 
NOP¹POºY¼Q 
NP©POPOPGQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOP¹P¹POQ 
N¹PWPOP»pQ 
N1OP©P2Z»Q 
N¹PGPOP»ºQ 
NPOP¹POºOQ 
NmP¹PWPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#6                          13+4 s#8                         12+6 s#6                          14+6 

 

№ 46. 1.ud8? (A) a6 (b) 2.d6 (C) a5 3.uc8 a4 4.sf4+ qf5 5.se5+ q:e5 6.me8+ 

q:e8#, 1...a5! (a); 1.uf8? (B) a5 (a) 2.d6 (C) a4 3.sf4+ qf5 4.d5 q:f4 5.me8+ ue5 

6.m+f7 qf:f7#, 1...a6! (b). 1.d6! (C) zz 1...a6 (b) 2.ud8 (A) a5 3.uc8 a4 4.sf4+ qf5 

5.se5+ q:e5 6.me8+ q:e8#, 1...a5 (a) 2.uf8 (B) a4 3.sf4+ qf5 4.d5 q:f4 5.me8+ 

ue5 6.mf7+ qf:f7#. First moves of tries — second moves of solution, key move of solution 

— second moves of tries. Active White King and model mates by the same Black Rook. 

And now — Hofmann theme in the problems of my colleagues. 

№ 47. 1.og3? (A) g4 (a) 2.qc7! (C) ud4 3.q:g4+ ud5 4.of4! ud4 5.oe3+ ud5 

6.uf6! ~ ud6 7.qd4+ q:d4 8.of4+ q:f4#, 1…g:h4! (b); 1.og7? (B) g:h4 (b) 2.qc7! 

(C) ud6 3.of8+ ud5 4.oa2! ud4 5.mb3+ ud5 6.mc3+! q:c3 7.sd1+ qd3 8.sf3+ 

q:f3#, 1…g4! (a). 1.qc7! (C) zz 1…g4 (a) 2.og3! (A) ud4 3.q:g4+ ud5 4.of4! ud4 

5.oe3+ ud5 6.uf6! ud6 7.qd4+ q:d4 8.of4+ q:f4#, 1…g:h4 (b) 2.og7! (B) ud6 

3.of8+ ud5 4.oa2! ud4 5.mb3+ ud5 6.mc3+! q:c3 7.sd1+ qd3 8.sf3+ q:f3#. 
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First moves of tries — second moves of solution, key move of solution — second moves of 

tries. Two mirror model echo-mates, four active White sacrifices. 

№ 48. 1.mb4? (A) og7 (b) 2.sb5+(C) oe5 3.qc4 uf6 4.f8s+ ue6 5.qc6+ u:d7 

6.sb7+ oc7#, 1...of8! (a); 1.mb6? (B) of8 (a) 2.sb5+ oc5 3.qf2+ ue5 4.qe6+ 

ud4 5.qe4+ uc3 6.sb4+ o:b4# , 1...og7! (b). 1.sb5! (C) zz 1…of8 (a) 2.mb6+ (B) 

oc5 3.qf2+ ue5 4.qe6+ ud4 5.qe4+ uc3 6.sb4+ o:b4#, 1...og7 (b) 2.mb4+(A)  

oe5 3.qc4 uf6 4.f8s+ ue6 5.qc6+ u:d7 6.sb7+ oc7#. First moves of tries — 

second moves of solution, key move of solution — second moves of tries. 

 

№ 49. A. Oganesjan 

«SuperProblem», 2017 

2nd Prize  

№ 49. Dedicated to Gennady Chumakov. 

1.qd1? (A) b5 (a) 2.mc4 (C) b:c4 3.qd3+ c:d3 

4.od1 d2#, 1...b:c5! (b) 

1.0-0-0? (B) b:c5 (b) 2.mc4 (C) c:b4 3.md2 b3 4.mb1 

b2#, 1...b5! (a). 

1.mc4! (C) zz 

1...b5 (a) 2.qd1 (A) b:c4 3.qd3+ c:d3 4.od1 d2# 

1...b:c5 (b) 2.0-0-0 (B) c:b4 3.md2 b3 4.mb1 b2#. 

First moves of tries — second moves of solution, key 

move of solution — second moves of tries. Chumakov 

theme. Choice «0-0-0 or qd1». 

 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOnOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NO¼OPOPOPQ 
NPOºOPOPmQ 
NOºOPOPO¼Q 
NPOPOPOP2Q 
NOPOªOPYPQ 
NXOPO1GPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

s#4                            8+4 
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(Ukraine), 
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